LA GRANDE BRETECHE

without allowing the least distrust or misgiving
to appear in his manner. Gorenflot's work made
some noise; under cover of it Madame de Mer-
ret said hastily to Rosalle3 while her husband
was at the farther end of the room: "A thousand
francs annuity if you tell Gorenfiot to leave a
crevice at the bottom*; then aloud she added,
composedly, *Go and help the mason/

"Monsieur and Madame de Merret remained
silent during the whole time it took Gorenflot
to wall up the door. The silence was intentional
oo the part of the husband to deprive his wife of
all chance of saying words with a double mean-
ing which might be heard within the closet;
with Madame de Merret it was either prudence
or pride,

"When the wall was more than half up, the
mason's tool broke one of the panes of glass in
the closet door; Monsieur de Merret's hack was
at that moment turned away. The action proved
to Madame de Merret that Rosalie had spoken
to the mason. In that one instant she saw the
dark face of a man with black hair and fiery
eyes. Before her husband turned the poor crea-
ture had time to make a sign with her head
which meant 'Hope.*

"By four o'clock, just at dawn, for it was in
the month of September, the work was done.
Monsieur de Merret remained that night in his
wife's room. The next morning* on rising, tw*